The sounds of
néhiyawéwin

Standard Cree
Alphabet (SCA)
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The letter °r’

English: read British English: car

French: arrét, roy
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Spanish: pero, |\
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(1.)Consonants

p t |< C,=5. h m, N pisim, tanisi, kiya, ci, sémak, ha, mow, niso
(p, L, k betvveen

two vowels)
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2)Short vowels

i, d, O iskwéw, atim, otin

elision - only with
short vowels,

never long vowels | I ‘ II| ||




pisim, sémak, tanisi, 6how
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‘8) Long vowels
i,éa,0
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Minimal pairs

x short versus long vowels isn't just about sound,

it also affects meaning

English translation

English translation |_

nipiy water nipiy leaf
niyanan five niyanan we, us, our
maskosis bear cub maskosis small blade of grass




4) semi-vowels

y’ wW yotin, wacask

b ki
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Vowel +vy

x Vowel sounds change when partnered with a

semi-vowel

hoA

néhiyawéwin sound Similar sound in English
ly askiy bee, see

ey péyak pay, say

ay ayapi ice, mice

oy apoy foil, boil
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Vowel + w

x Vowel sounds change when partnered with a

semi-vowel

néhiyawéwin sound Similar sound in English

éw napéw Like “ay” in say + “0” in low
(ay-o)

aw néhiyaw out, ouch

aw Kisikaw cow, how

ow micisow (end sound only) soon, loon

iw misikitiw (end sound only) soon, loon
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Vowel sounds

7 SHORT VOWELS:a i o
7 LONG VOWELS;a é 1 0

SEMIVOWELS: iy éy ay oy éw aw aw ow iw




\_/owel + h + consonant y;

vowel + -hk, -ht, -hp

£

pahkwésikan (NA bread) toht6sapoy (NI milk)
ahkosi (VAI to be sick) kohk6sowlyin (NA
bacon)

maskihkiwapoy (NI tea) mikiwahp (NI tipi)
pihtwa (VAI to smoke)
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Stressed? Where? =
= .
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@ atim (dog) = a/tim -
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syllables | ~—

L maskwa (bear) = mas/kwa
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néhiyawéwin word @-----: -
----@ maskisin (shoe) = mas/ki/sin <y
_____ 3syllables | :
' + more i <
_____ maskisina (shoes) = —_—
mas/ki/sin/a 33
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- Breaking up syllables

nikiskinwahamakosin kiskinwahamatowikamikohk

X Try breaking syllables up by:
- consonant and vowel
- if there are two consonants together, split them up

nikiskinwahamakosin

ni-kis-kin-wa-ha-ma-ko-sin




- Breaking up syllables

nikiskinwahamakosin kiskinwahamatowikamikohk

X Try breaking syllables up by:
- consonant and vowel
- if there are two consonants together, split them up

nikiskinwahamakosin

ni-kis-kin-wa-ha-ma-ko-sin




- Breaking up syllables

nikiskinwahamakosin kiskinwahamatowikamikohk

X Try breaking syllables up by:
- consonant and vowel
- if there are two consonants together, split them up

kiskinwahamatowikamikohk

kis-kin-wa-ha-ma-to-wi-ka-mi-kohk




- Breaking up syllables

nikiskinwahamakosin kiskinwahamatowikamikohk

X Try breaking syllables up by:
- consonant and vowel
- if there are two consonants together, split them up

kiskinwahamatowikamikohk

kis-kin-wa-ha-ma-to-wi-ka-mi-kohk




- Breaking up syllables

I

nikiskinwahamakosin kiskinwahamatowikamikohk

ni-kis-kin-wa-ha-ma-ko-sin

kis-kin-wa-ha-ma-to-wi-ka-mi-kohk
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